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29 July – Morning Session 

9:00 – 9:15 Introduction and welcoming remarks 

- Ricardo MELÉNDEZ-ORTIZ (ICTSD) 

- Antoni ESTEVADEORDAL (IDB) 

- Sean DOHERTY (World Economic Forum)  

9:15 – 11:00 Session I: Global Value Chains Mega-Regionals and Multilateralism 

  Chair: Sherry STEPHENSON (ICTSD), Theme Leader 
 
Building on the Bali success, WTO Members are now set to revisit the rest of the Doha trade talks. They 
have given themselves twelve months to design a “clearly defined” work programme on the remaining 
Doha Development Agenda issues. In doing so, Ministers recalled the need expressed at the 2011 
Ministerial to explore different negotiating approaches while respecting the principles of transparency 
and inclusiveness, and to look at ways to overcome the most critical and fundamental stumbling blocks. 
This session will explore avenues to adopt a supply chain framework as part of the WTO Post-Bali work 
Programme to complement ongoing market access and rule making negotiations. 

 

- Bernard HOEKMANN (European University Institute) 
      
11:00 – 11:15 Coffee/Tea 
 
11:15 – 13h00 Session II: Global Value Chains and Development 

  Chair: Sherry STEPHENSON (ICTSD), Theme Leader 
 

The nature of a value chain may vary by economic sector, carrying with it developmental implications.  
For instance, natural resource GVCs are very different from industrial GVCs.  Both developed and 
developing countries should be able to derive value from GVCs.  But there remains the critical questions 
of “who captures the value in global value chains?" and “how can developing countries move up the 
value chain?”. This session will focus on the development dimension of GVCs, as a source of jobs, 
growth, and global integration opportunities and their distributional consequences. It will review 
possible options for developing countries to derive the most benefit from their integration in supply 
chains. 

 
- Antoni ESTEVADEORDAL (IDB) 

- Peter DRAPER (South African Institute of International Affairs, SAIIA) 
 

13:00 – 14:30 Lunch 

 



29 July – Afternoon Session (optional) 

 

15:00 – 18:00 Launch of the RTA Exchange Initiative, WTO, Room W 

Experts of the E15 Group on Global Value Chains will be invited to a roundtable discussion on the 
occasion of the launch of the RTA Exchange Initiative. Based on an original idea discussed in the E15 
Expert Group on RTAs, and initiated by a consortium comprising the ICTSD, the Inter-American 
Development Bank (IDB) and the Asian Development Bank Institute (ADBI), the “RTA Exchange” will 
work as an independent clearinghouse mechanism to share information on RTAs –both existing ones 
and the ones under negotiation - while promoting a purposeful multi-stakeholder dialogue on the 
interface between RTAs and the WTO.  It will serve as a platform for exchange of ideas, experiences and 
good practices structured around a proactive agenda, systematically exploring possibilities for 
convergence and coherence-building between RTAs and the multilateral trade system. 

 
Following a short presentation of the main objectives and features of the RTA Exchange, the meeting 
will move into a roundtable mode looking at the relationship between mega-regionals (TTIP, TPP, 
Tripartite negotiations) and the multilateral trade system. After a keynote address by WTO Director 
General Acevedo, discussions will be initiated, first among a set of leading experts, and later with a 
broader audience from the Geneva trade community. See separate agenda for further details.  

 
19:00  Dinner 
 
 

30 July – Morning Session 
 
 
9:00 – 9:30 Session III: Policy Options on Global Value Chains and Development Challenges 
 

Chair: Ricardo MELÉNDEZ-ORTIZ (ICTSD) 

This session will review a set of draft policy options proposed by the group’s theme leader, Sherry 
Stephenson, under her own responsibility, as the main output of the E15 group. Such policy options will 
explore the trade and sustainable development policy implications of emerging global value chains and 
identify reform opportunities that the multilateral trading system should consider to better account for 
and to broaden the impact of global value chains in world trade.  
 
- Sherry STEPHENSON (ICTSD), Theme Leader 

9:30 – 11:00 Open discussion 
 
11:00 – 11:15  Coffee/Tea 
 
11:15 – 12:30  Open discussion 
 
12:30 – 14:00  Lunch 
 
 

30 July – Afternoon Session 
 
 
14:00 – 16:00  Session III: Policy Options on Global Value Chains and Development Challenges (continued) 
 

Chair:  Sherry STEPHENSON (ICTSD), Theme Leader 

Open Discussion  

16:00 – 16:30 Coffee/Tea 
 
16:30 – 17:00 Conclusions and Next Steps 


