
 

 

 

 

Second workshop of the E15 Expert Group on 

Reinvigorating Manufacturing: New Industrial Policy and the Trade System 

4-5 December 2014 – Geneva, Switzerland 

Agenda 
 

INVITATION ONLY 
 

Thursday December 4 - Morning 
 

9:00 – 9:15 Welcome Remarks 
- Ricardo Melendez-Ortiz (ICTSD)   
- Sean Doherty (World Economic Forum) 

 
 

9:15 – 9:45 Session I: Background Paper I/II 
- Harsha Vardhana Singh (ICTSD)  

 
A background presentation, which summarizes previous discussion and comments, and provides a basis 
for organizing the discussion for this workshop, in terms of highlighting some key issues and questions.  

  
 
9:45 – 10:45 Session II: Mega-Regionals and New Industrial Policies 

Chair: Ricardo Melendez-Ortiz (ICTSD)   
Presentations by:  
- Dan Ciuriak (Ciuriak Consulting) 
- Harsha Vardhana Singh (ICTSD)  

This session will review the industrial policy related elements negotiated by mega-FTAs, and assess the 
likely impact on the broader trade system, with a focus on the resulting increase or decrease in 
flexibility available to implement industrial policies. In addition, the mega-FTA developments will be 
assessed on how they impact the ability for certain governments to achieve the following two 
important objectives of (i) escaping the middle income trap; and (ii) climbing up the development 
ladder for lower income countries. Based on this review, the session will discuss a future operational 
framework for industrial polices, which takes into consideration the additional policy 
constraints/changes introduced by mega-FTAs.   

  Open discussion 
 
 
10:45 – 11:15 Coffee/Tea 
 
 
11:15 – 12:45 Session III: The Use of New Industrial Policies to Deliver Key Objectives  

Chair: Harsha Vardhana Singh (ICTSD) 
Presentations by: 
- Isabelle Ramdoo (ECDPM) on Low income countries  
- Francesca Guadagno (ECDPM) on Lower middle income countries  
- Keun Lee (Seoul National University) on Upper middle income countries  
- John Weiss (Bradford University) on High income countries  

This session will assess the effectiveness of different types of government interventions in their ability 
to deliver important economic, social and environmental objectives. It will consider the conditions 



required to implement such policies, and the resulting implications on WTO rules. The review will be 
presented according to the following four income group levels: (i) Low income countries, (ii) Lower 
middle income countries, (iii) Upper middle income countries, (iv) High income countries, with the 
ultimate purpose of highlighting similarities and differences between the experiences of each country 
category. Using the evidence of effective instruments, the session will determine whether and how the 
international trade policy regime (including mega-FTAs) could change to facilitate the use of such 
industrial policies.  

Open discussion 
   
 
12:45 – 14:00 Lunch 
 
 

Thursday December 4 - Afternoon 
 

14:00 – 15:00 Session IV: Special Session with Select Private Sector Representatives  

Chair: Sean Doherty (World Economic Forum) 

Select private sector representatives will join the workshop via an interactive web/video/telephone 
conferencing to discuss preliminary findings from select E15 groups. 

 
 
15:00 – 16:00 Session V: Industrial Policy Flexibility and the WTO Dispute Settlement System 

Chair: Joost Pauwelyn (Geneva Graduate Institute) 
Presentation: Jan Bohanes (ACWL) 

This session will examine how the scope of flexibilities under WTO rules expanded through dispute 
settlement for the use of industrial policies. Key examples will be discussed on how the dispute 
settlement added flexibility in the areas of subsidies, LCR, TBT and environment related industrial 
polices. Based on the analysis, the session will recommend the additional flexibility possible for other 
WTO legal constraints, in order to implement industrial policies.  

Open Discussion 
 
 
16:00 – 16:30 Coffee/Tea 
 
 
16:30 – 17:30 Session VI: Non-Actionable Subsidies and New Industrial Policies, with special reference to green 

subsidies 

Chair: Shuaihua Cheng (ICTSD) 
Presentation:  Mark Wu (Harvard University) 

This session will examine whether the provisions of Article 8 of WTO’s Agreement on Subsidies and 
Countervailing Measures should be reintroduced into the system. In light of the international 
discussions in this area, as well as the recognition of externalities, the session will determine whether a 
new Article 8 should focus on the same issues as before or expand the scope to new issues. The 
assessment will keep in mind the impact on developing and developed countries, and how a new Article 
8 could benefit the development of green industrial policies.  

Open Discussion 
 
 
17:30 – 18:30  Session VII: Investment and New Industrial Policies 

Chair: Pedro Roffe (ICTSD) 
Presentation: Theodare H. Moran (Georgetown University) 



This session will examine the use of FDI promotion policies, as an important method of achieving the 
industrial policy goal of inducing structural transformation. It will review how these policies differ 
versus traditional policies, and examine what are the conditions for effective implementation. Using 
these assessments, the session will determine whether the multilateral trade system is adequate to 
support these industrial policy initiatives, which promote FDI to achieve structural transformation.  

Open Discussion 
 
 

18:30 – 19:00 Day 1 Discussion followed by Wrap-up Remarks 
  -    Harsha Vardhana Singh (ICTSD) 
 
 
19:15  Apero and Dinner 
 
 

Friday December 5 - Morning 
 
9:00 – 10:45 Draft Conclusions 

Chair: Richard Samans (World Economic Forum)- tbc 
 
This session will begin by drawing together the discussion over the preceding days to identify some of 
the key issues and areas where recommendations could be developed.  It will then consider, on the 
basis of an initial outline, the group’s draft conclusions and recommendations, including policy options, 
for the global trading system. The recommendations should focus on trade-based options that could be 
pursued cooperatively in the WTO or in other trade policy forums (e.g. RTAs, investment agreements).   
 
Open discussion 

 
 
10:45 – 11:15 Coffee/Tea 
 
 
11:15 – 12:30 Draft Conclusions (continued) 
 
 
12:30 – 13:00 Concluding Remarks 

-    Harsha Vardhana Singh (ICTSD) 
 
 
13:00 – 14:00 Lunch 

 
 
 

 


