
 

 

 

 

 
 

Third Expert Group Workshop on Services 
26-27 May 2015 – Geneva, Switzerland 

Agenda 

 

BY INVITATION ONLY 
 

Tuesday 26 May 
 
9:00 – 9:15   Welcome: Update on next steps in E15Initiative process  
 

The opening will offer an update of the E15Initiative and the next steps to be carried out in the E15       In-
itiative during 2015 and beyond.  It will include brief reflections by Ricardo Meléndez-Ortiz (ICTSD) and 
Richard Samans (World Economic Forum).  

 
9:15 – 10:30  Ramification of the “fusion” of goods and services in international output, investment and trade  
 

Presentation of think piece by Pierre Sauvé (WTI) and Jane Drake-Brockman (ITC) 
Chair:  Patrick Low (Fung Global Institute), Theme Leader 
 
Are existing trade rules that segregate goods and services appropriate to the new reality of global trade?  
How does the bundling of goods and services in international trade by firms interface with trade rules 
that have not evolved in the past two decades at the multilateral level? 

 
Open discussion 

 
10:30 – 11:45 Hard law vs. “soft law” in fostering better dialogue around services trade liberalization 
 

Presentation of think piece by Patrick Low (Fung Global Institute), Theme Leader 
Chair:  Magnus Rentzog (Swedish National Board of Trade), Co-convener  
 
Are progressive outcomes in services trade liberalization and regulatory reforms better served by soft law 
instruments and a soft law approach as opposed to hard law and negotiated outcomes subject to dispute 
resolution?   

 
Open discussion 

 
11:45 – 12:00 Coffee break 
 
12:00 – 13:00 Are services trade agreements equipped to adapt changes in technology and business models that 

affect services? 
 

Presentation of revised think piece by Brian Bieron (eBay, Inc.)  
Chair: Magnus Rentzog (Swedish National Board of Trade), Co-convener 
 
What needs to be done to reconcile traditional trade policy instruments with the technological innova-
tions, particularly through digital trade, which underpin the reality of modern services trade flows? 

 
Open discussion 

 
13:00 – 14:15 Lunch break 



 

 

14:15 – 15:30 Services SMEs in international trade: opportunities and constraints 
 
Presentation of think piece by Hildegunn Nordås (OECD)  
Chair:  Sherry Stephenson (ICTSD), Group Manager 
 
Given the numerical importance of SMEs that trade in services, how can SMEs better participate in inter-
national trade in order to support the role of services as a driver of development?  In particular, what are 
the opportunities and constraints facing this challenge? 

 
Open discussion 

 
15:30 – 16:00  Coffee break 
 
16:00 – 17:15 Achieving adequate regulatory disciplines for services and prospects for regulatory coherence through 

new mechanisms 
 

Presentation of think piece by Aaditya Mattoo (World Bank)  
Chair:  Patrick Low (Fung Global Institute), Theme Leader 
 
Can regulatory frameworks for services be adapted and improved to make the interface between services 
operations and policy more coherent and more conducive to services trade?  How can the gulf between 
services regulators and trade policy officials be breached? 

 
Open discussion 

 
17:30  Close of meeting   
 
18:00 Joint reception and dinner with the E15 Expert Group on Competition Policy 
 

 
 
 Wednesday 27 May  
 
9:30 – 11:00   Presentation and discussion of the Policy Options paper for the E15 Services Expert Group  

 
Presenter: Patrick Low (Fung Global Institute), Theme Leader 
Chair: Ricardo Melendez-Ortiz (ICTSD), Convener 
 
The Theme Leader will present the draft Policy Options paper that he has prepared for the E15 Expert 
Group on Services and will set out his initial ideas and proposals. 

  
Open discussion 

 
11:00 – 11:15   Coffee break 
 
11:15 – 12:45 Discussion of the E15 Services Policy Options paper, continued 
   

Presenter: Patrick Low (Fung Global Institute), Theme Leader 
                                Chair:  Sean Doherty (World Economic Forum) 
 

Discussion will continue on the form, content and individual policy options for the E15 Expert Group on 
Services.  

 
 Open discussion 
 
12:45 – 14:00 Lunch 
 
 
 



 

 

14:00 – 15:45 Discussion of the E15 Services Policy Options paper, continued  
 
 Chair: Ricardo Melendez-Ortiz (ICTSD), Convener  
 

Discussion will continue on the form, content and individual policy options for the E15 Expert Group on 
Services with a view to reaching broad consensus.  

 
15:45 – 16:30  Coffee break 
 
16:30 – 17:30 Conclusions and finalization of the Policy Options paper 
   

Chair: Patrick Low (Fung Global Institute), Theme Leader 
 

The Theme Leader will summarize the main strands of discussion on the draft Policy Options paper and 
the broad consensus that has been reached by the members of the E15 Expert Group on Services.  He will 
outline how the Policy Options paper will be finalized. 

 
 
17:30 – 17:45 Closing: Next steps  

   
Chair:  Sean Doherty (World Economic Forum)  

 

This brief session will provide an overview of the next steps for the E15, including the process of publica-
tion of the combined Policy Options by all of the Expert Groups in time for the tenth Ministerial Confer-
ence of the WTO in December 2015 in Nairobi and the annual meeting of the World Economic Forum in 
Davos in January 2016.  


