
   

 

 

 
 

First Task Force Workshop on Investment Policy 
23-24 March 2015 – Geneva, Switzerland 

Agenda 

 

INVITATION ONLY 
 

At this first meeting of the E15 Task Force on Investment Policy, experts will briefly discuss the current state of affairs 

related to investment policy and the international trade system. They will also go into depth on a selection of topics 

identified during the Task Force’s scoping meeting held at the end of 2014. All of the above are aimed at finally delivering 

long-term policy options going forward for the trade and investment system. 

An introductory presentation of the overview paper will be made by the Theme Leader at the start of the meeting. In-

depth discussions of specific topics will then take place, informed by introductory presentations by various group 

members. In a final session, the group will discuss which outstanding issues to address next. 

A working dinner will be organised during the evening of 23 March, and an informal dinner will be held on 22 March. 

 

 

Monday 23 March 

 

09:00 – 09:20 Welcome Remarks and brief description of the E15 Initiative 
 

 Ricardo Meléndez-Ortiz (ICTSD) TBC 

 Richard Samans (World Economic Forum) TBC 
 

09:20 – 09:45 Introduction of the E15 Task Force on Investment Policy  

 Pedro Roffe (ICTSD – Convener) 

 Cristian Rodriguez Chiffelle (World Economic Forum – Group Manager) 

 Brief introduction by participants, tour de table 

 Karl P. Sauvant (Columbia University – Theme Leader) 

09:45 – 11:00 Group overview paper: State of play  
- Chair: Karl P. Sauvant (Columbia University – Theme Leader) 

 Followed by group discussion 
 

The Theme Leader presents his overview paper highlighting the most recent developments and 

challenges in the investment policy domain which are of greatest relevance to global trade. This 

presentation will kick-off a broader discussion by the full group, allowing the participants to react to the 

issues raised and articulate topics they believe might have been omitted. The purpose of the session is to 

set the context for the discussions to follow and to elaborate on the largest challenges at the intersection 

of trade and investment policy areas. The Theme Leader will moderate this session and chair the meeting 

going forward.    

11:00 – 11:15 Coffee  

 



   

Presentations of “Think Pieces” (initial drafts / outlines) 

11:15 – 13:15 The future of the Multinational Enterprise (MNE), including in light of the emerging digital economy, 
and implications for the international investment regime by Lorraine Eden 

 - Presenter: Lorraine Eden (Texas A&M) 
 
Regulatory Competition in Globalising Markets for Improved Conditions for Private Investment in the 
21st Century by Herbert Oberhänsli 
- Presenter: Herbert Oberhänsli (Nestle) 
 
- Lead discussants: Shaun Donnelly (USCIB) and Anabel Gonzalez (World Bank) TBC 
Followed by group discussion 
 

13:15 – 14:15  Light Lunch 

14:15 – 16:00 Interrelationships between trade and investment, including trade implications for the international 
investment regime, and vice versa by Gary C. Hufbauer and Tyler Moran 
- Presenter: Tyler Moran (Peterson Institute) 
- Lead Discussant: Joost Pauwelyn (The Graduate Institute) 
Followed by Group Discussion 
  

16:00 – 16:15   Coffee  

16:15 – 18:00 Interrelationships between the investment regime and fundamental rights, environmental, social, IPR 
and other international law regimes by William Burke-White 
- Presenter: William Burke-White (Penn Law School) 

 - Lead discussant: Anna Joubin-Bret (Joubin-Bret Cabinet d’Avocats) 
 Followed by Group Discussion 
 
19:00 – 21:30  Reception and dinner  
 

Tuesday 24 March 

 

08:30 – 09:45 Refining substantive provisions in IIAs by Federico Ortino 
  - Presenter: Federico Ortino (King’s College London) 
  - Lead discussant: Muthucumaraswamy Sornarajah (National University of Singapore) 
 Followed by group discussion 
 
09:45 – 11:00 Improving investor-State dispute settlement (ISDS): Options for the way forward by Stephan Schill 

- Presenter: Stephan Schill (University of Amsterdam) 
 - Lead discussant: Gabrielle Kaufmann-Kohler (Levy Kaufmann-Kohler) 
 Followed by group discussion 
 
11:00 – 11:15  Coffee 
 
11:15 – 13:30 Next Steps 

  - Chair: Karl P. Sauvant (Columbia University – Theme Leader) 

The extensive final session of the meeting will allow participants to offer final comments and raise any 

outstanding issues. It will solicit feedback on what other issues should be focused on in the second round 

of think pieces to be commissioned after the meeting. Finally, the Theme Leader will summarize main 

take-aways from the two days and briefly outline the next steps to prepare the group for the second 

Expert Group workshop in June 2015.  

13:30 – 14:30  Light Lunch 


