
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Third roundtable trajectory on Investment for Sustainable Development 

 

Sustainable Development Criteria for Investment  

Wednesday 22 February 2017, 10:00 – 17:00 

The Graduate Institute, Maison de la Paix, Petal 5, Chemin Eugène-Rigot 2, 1202 Geneva 

 

 

Overview 
 

This workshop is the third dialogue in the 2016/2017 series of investment policy dialogues, following 
from the E15Initiative, jointly organized by the International Centre for Trade and Sustainable 
Development (ICTSD) and the World Economic Forum, with the support of the Government of the 
Netherlands.  
 
The G20 German Presidency has recognised the importance of continuing the activities on green 
finance launched under the G20 Chinese Presidency in 2016, by increasing the transparency of 
sustainable development related risks in financial market transactions.  
 
This workshop aims to support this G20 priority by clarifying the linkages between investment and 
sustainable development by drafting an indicative list of sustainability characteristics of FDI, which may 
be beneficial for: i) host-country governments seeking guidance on the type of inward investment to 
attract; ii) for home-country governments wishing to support sustainable outward investment; iii) 
arbitrators in investor-state disputes who are increasingly called-upon to take the sustainable 
development impact of investment into account. The criteria could also be of use in the event of deeper 
international cooperation that may lead to a framework on investment facilitation.   
 
A select group of representatives from governments, investment promotion agencies and investment 
service providers, businesses, civil society, academia and international organizations is being convened 
to participate in a multi-stakeholder discussion of these questions.    
 
  

http://e15initiative.org/
https://www.g20.org/Content/DE/_Anlagen/G7_G20/2016-g20-praesidentschaftspapier-en.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=2
https://www.g20.org/Content/DE/_Anlagen/G7_G20/2016-g20-praesidentschaftspapier-en.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=2


 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Agenda 
 
10:00 – 10:15 Scene setting and strategic considerations  
 

Marten van den Berg, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, The Netherlands 
Ricardo Meléndez-Ortiz, ICTSD 

 
10:15 – 12:30 Sustainable Investment for Sustainable Development - Stakeholder 

Perspectives 
 

- Rationale for linking investment policy-making and sustainable development 
- Mapping the landscape of existing sustainability criteria (OECD, ILO etc). Clarify 

how today’s discussions aim to complement or build upon them 
- Stakeholder perspectives on which characteristics could qualify for an indicative 

list of sustainability characteristics of FDI   
 

Moderator: Karl P. Sauvant, Columbia Center on Sustainable Investment (CCSI) 
 

Speaker: H.E. Walter Werner, Permanent Mission of Germany to the WTO 
 

Lead Discussants from business, academia, IPAs, funds, civil society, 
governments, and international organisations will provide context, lessons learnt, 
and raise provocative questions on the experience of integrating sustainable 
development characteristics to increase the flow of FDI. Lead discussants will 
include: 

 
 James Bacchus, GTLAW (video message) 
 Hans-Peter Egler, Global Infrastructure Basel 
 Ana Escobedo, ArcelorMittal 
 John Kline, Georgetown University 
 Ana Novik, OECD 
 Herbert Oberhaensli, Formerly Nestle 
 Bostjan Skalar, WAIPA 
 Daying Yan, Nanking University 
 James Zhan, UNCTAD 

 
Open Discussion 

 
 (Coffee Break 11:15 – 11:30) 
 
12:30 – 13:30 Lunch 
 
13:30 – 14:45 Sustainability Characteristics of FDI - Regional Perspectives 
 

- Lessons learnt when attracting sustainable FDI into specific sectors 
- Key provisions/practices and frameworks in select agreements 
- Regional perspectives on key characteristics of responsible and sustainable 

FDI 
 

Moderator: H.E. Jonathan T. Fried, Permanent Mission of Canada to the WTO 
 

Lead Discussants will provide context, lessons learnt, and raise provocative 
questions on the experience of attracting sustainable FDI into specific sectors; and 
the usefulness of certain provisions/practices in select agreements that are key to 
attract sustainable FDI. Lead discussants will include: 

 



 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 H.E. Xavier Carim, Permanent Mission of South Africa to the WTO  

 Manuel Chacón, Permanent Mission of Colombia to the WTO 

 Samiul Chowdhury, United Kingdom Department for International Trade 

 Xingguo Fu, Permanent Mission of China to the WTO 

 Fabien Gehl, Permanent Mission of European Commission to the WTO 

 Felipe Hees, Permanent Mission of Brazil to the WTO 
 

Open Discussion 
 

14:45 – 15:45  Breakout Groups 
 

Moderator: Ricardo Meléndez-Ortiz, ICTSD 
 

Breakout groups are invited to synthesise – and elaborate on --- the morning 

discussions, by potentially aligning on an indicative list of sustainability 

characteristics of FDI.   
 

Indicative list of sustainability characteristics of FDI 
 

- Given the discussion in the morning, what could be the elements of such a list? 

- What other sustainability characteristics could be added? 

- What sources could be used to identify sustainability characteristics?  
 

Ways and means to encourage the use of the indicative list of sustainability 

characteristics 
 

- What national and international frameworks, institutions and mechanisms are 

key to encourage the use of the indicative list of sustainability characteristics? 

What role for government, investment promotion agencies, business and civil 

society? 

- How can host- and home-country governments organize themselves to increase 

the flow of sustainable FDI? 

- How to link the indicative list to existing IIAs/BITs, as well as the G20 principles 

(which had been the focus of the previous roundtable)? 
 

15:45 – 16:00 Coffee Break 
 

16:00 – 17:00 Closing Session 
 

- Consolidate key insights 

- Align on initial outline of responsible and sustainable FDI characteristics 
 

Moderator: Marten van den Berg, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, The Netherlands 
 

Rapporteurs report back and open discussion 

 


